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Thanks to Mother Nature, only one of 

our two holiday concerts are behind us.  
The elementary concert will take place 
next week, but I was at the elementary 
preview and they did a wonderful job.  Our 
students’ level of musical talent never 
ceases to amaze me!  I want to 
congratulate our students, music teachers, 
and our families for their part in creating 
another year of entertainment, and I know 
next week’s show will be great.  

While not the official halfway point of 
the year as it is 11 days short of the 
midpoint, the holiday break seems to 
signify things are half over.  

 At this special time of the year, I 
would also like to remind our students, 
staff, and community of the importance in 
supporting the numerous charitable 
organizations in our area.  Whether 
individually or in groups, students, staff, 
and families have the ability to make the 
holidays better for those less fortunate.     

As I reflect on 2017, I am reminded 
that a great part of the success of this 
school district is the support of both our 
school community and the broader 
community at large.  Every day I am 
pleased to see staff, families, and 
community members that are concerned 
about the education of our young people.  

School pride is often most obvious through 
our athletic and extra-curricular programs; 
but as Putting Academics First continues, 
it is more and more visible that our 
academic expectations are growing.  We 
are blessed to have such a caring 
community.  

To the staff, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for all their 
efforts throughout the year.  Changing 
curricular resources in both math and ELA 
have provided moments of discomfort, but 
have not changed our focus to provide the 
best for our students.  The future success 
of our district is built on both our 
dissatisfaction with where we are, and the 
efforts of our employees to improve what 
we do.  While the year is still not yet half 
over, we have enjoyed many successes 
both academically and in our extra-
curricular activities.  I know both will 
continue to grow.   

On behalf of the Moshannon Valley 
School District, please allow me to extend 
my personal and genuine appreciation to 
each and every one of you for your 
valuable contributions.   

I am looking forward to seeing what 
our students and staff can accomplish in 
2018! 
 
 

Sounds of the Season 
 Students put on  wonderful holiday 
music performances! 

The Season to Reflect 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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News  

& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mrs. Annie Clay, English teacher, has expanded her use of Google 
Classroom to all classes.  Students now complete projects and submit essays 
through the program, allowing her to check student progress more 
frequently and provide immediate feedback.  In addition, 9th graders now 
take a benchmark test on their Chromebooks three times during the year, 
and Mrs. Clay then adjusts her lesson plans to focus on specific areas of 
need.  This preparation benefits 10th grade students when they take the 
Keystone Exam.  

“One of my favorite projects returns as 9th grade students read Romeo 
and Juliet and recreate the famous balcony scene in a different setting or 
time period of their choice.”  Students must maintain the fourteen-line 
format of the original and include plenty of figurative language, but can 
make modifications before presenting their version to their peers. 

Getting Back to Why [Part 2 Continued 
from December 8]… 

Continuing from last week about the 
“Why” I challenge the teachers, cafeteria 
staff, custodians, support staff, and 
administration to think about why.  Why do 
you do what you do?  Remember it starts 
with a belief.   

Why do we teach?  Is it grounded in the 
notion that we believe our subject or 
knowledge is so vital to students being 
successful in life it is a must?  Is it because we 
want students to see success or to learn to 
handle failure?  Is it to teach life lessons 
beyond your content area or it is because 
every student deserves the respect of a 
caring adult?  All are valid, probably parts of 
all are true for each of us, but think about the 
core belief or reason that you teach and 
reflect on it.  Then ask yourself, “How am I 
doing?”   

If you had a chance to view Simon 
Sinek’s video, I believe that all great schools 
start with the “why.”  I think if Moshannon 
Valley begins all endeavors with why, we will 
find this profession to be so much more 
meaningful and more life-fulfilling.    
 

 

 December 21: 1 Hour Early Dismissal 
 December 23-January 1: No School 
 January 12: Next Newsletter 
 January 15: Teacher In-Service 

 

School Climate… 
The District’s school climate 

program is well under way.  All of 
the stakeholder groups have 
been surveyed.  We met the 
minimum requirements for both 
the community group and 
parent/guardian group.  We had 
about a 62% staff response, and 
about a 91% student response.  
So where do we go from here? 

The school climate team 
meets at the end of January to 
review a complete report that 
examines each group 
independently, but more 
importantly combines the 
information to build a profile of 
our District climate perception. 

The team is next tasked with 
creating a 2-year action plan to 
address concerns and improve 
school climate.  This will be under 
the guidance of both PDE and our 
Intermediate Unit. 

School climate will be a 
component of the new PA Future 
Ready Index [replacing the SPP] 
as the measure of school success, 
and our work will be an ongoing 
process of continuous 
improvement.  Thank you to all 
of you who have participated, 
and we look forward to working 
with everyone in the coming 
months.     

[Top] Students at the 
elementary school doing some 
holiday shopping.  Thank you to 
the staff, parents, and families 
who assist with this event each 
year!  
 
 [Left] Mr. Fye really wearing his 
holiday spirit on his sleeve.   
 
[Bottom] Coach Webb and his 
captains meet with officials and  
the Juniata Valley coach and 
captains before the start of a 
Junior High Boys Basketball 
game. 


